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LITERARY GUILD—JUNE SELECTION 


Lewis, Sinclair. Kingsblood Royal. Random House. 
May 23, 1947. 348p. $3.00. 


was expected that Sinclair Lewis, true son the 
old muckrakers, would finally get around the racial 
question. The man who used his highly selective vacuum 
cleaner main street, the laboratory, the “clergy”, home- 
grown fascism and other untidy areas American life 
could not for long ignore the ready-made theme dis- 
against the negro. The national conscience, 
number pioneering tracts tolerance, may 
well prodded into action this well-written, credible, 
morally forceful story racism America. 


Neil Kingsblood, the hero the novel, handsome 
blond young man who perhaps too typical American. 
His vital statistics appear taken from advertising 
agency’s requirements for men distinction. comes 
good professional middle-class parents middle-sized 
city the middle west. graduated from the State 
University and married trim debutante drawn from 
Packard The Ladies’ Home Journal. They have 
one healthy and intelligent child. lives pleasant 
suburban community and, thanks his good 
connections, has hopes becoming president one 
the best banks Great Republic. Again, according 
type, Kingsblood served captain World War and 
wears purple heart with becoming dignity. 


The plot begins spin when Kingsblood’s father urges 
him trace the family name its legendary source 
the royal house Stuart. This fatal step 
Oedipus’ command find the slayer the old King 
Thebes, for Kingsblood discovers that 


father was full-blooded negro. Shocked and disturbed 
keeps the secret himself but becomes increasingly 
race-conscious. studies the “negro question”, makes 
negro friends and spiritually becomes part the negro 
community. Through him meet representatives 
various elements negro life: professional men and 
women, agitators, Toms”; the bitterly resentful 
and the cautious; the honest workers and the racketeers. 
grow with Kingsblood realize what means live 
second-class citizens. Neil knows the negro better, 
becomes more aware the inborn prejudices the 
white man. learns that the professional southerner 
differs from the northern white man only manner. 


The pressure his secret knowledge becomes too great 
and Kingsblood summons family council inform 
them their negro ancestor. Needless say provokes 
consternation. His wife Vestal especially shaken. The 
book reaches its climax when Kingsblood, goaded beyond 
caution violent anti-negro speech, publicly acknowl- 
edges his negro blood. result loses his job; his 
friends gradually cut him; his child insulted; asked 
sell his house the respectable suburb. When re- 
fuses, mob his former friends advance his home, 
where with his loyal wife and few negroes, resists 
with violence. The book ends with Kingsblood and his 
wife under arrest for starting riot. 


This sensational book and not likely please every- 
one. Antagonistic critics will point out that character 
like Kingsblood would never have mentioned his negro 
blood and, even did, would not have been de- 
serted all his friends. Perhaps this so, but Lewis 


May 15, 
| 


makes you believe otherwise for the duration the story. 
Lewis’ motivation Kingsblood admirable. His char- 
acter unimaginative but sensitive and funda- 
mentally man honor. This evident not only his 
feelings about race, but also his personal life. The 
goatish disposition which marred Cass Timberlane and 
some Lewis’ other novels absent from Kingsblood 
Royal, and the married life Kingsblood and Vestal is, 
all things considered, admirable. This book recom- 
mended for adults. 

Francis Connolly, 

New York City 


* * * 


Prentice-Hall. May 19, 


Jones, Idwal. Vermilion. 
1947. 495p. $3.00. 


very difficult determine just how novelist achieves 
that epic sweep which the goal many writers his- 
torical fiction. The blueprints for success carefully plot- 
ted out college textbooks and handbooks criticism 
seldom afford suitable guide either the writer the 
critic. Some novels seem convey impression 
vastly changing fortunes and the rise and fall men 
and empires; others fail miserably, though the same ingre- 
dients seem incorporated the same qualities. 
Once novelist aims achieving epic, has little 
chance landing middle ground between complete 
success and utter failure. That little chance has, singu- 
larly enough, been seized Idwal Jones his novel 
about California family. has put together all the 
elements minor epic and has met with real but 
limited success. 


The story centers around quicksilver mine and fortune 
built the mercury trade. swings full cycle, from 
Pablo Cope’s first little venture smuggling, through his 
development the family mine, through the mishandling 
the business his son, and around the complete 
abandonment the mine. Pablo, son English 
father and Spanish California mother, capable 
engineer and shrewd business man. Through sharp 
trading and wise mining, great wealth. His 
son, Roger, litle less than Pablo ability and industry, 
and under his mismanagement the carefully accumulated 
fortune begins vanish. The third generation witnesses 
the completion the cycle Pablo’s grandson, Val, dies 
the almost defunct mine. Paula, cousin and fiancee 
the dead youth, ends the life the mine gracefully and 
easily possible, then turns bright new life with 
Val’s younger brother. 


Really, there are here two distinct books, quite unequal 
merit. Pablo, living the ripe old age eighty-six, 
dominates the first part. His long life stretches out 
through California history from before the Mexican war 
the early twentieth century. His travels are extensive 
and his enterprises great and numerous. portray 
large span half comparatively short novel would 
require great than Mr. Jones exhibits. The 
much abused word “kaleidoscopic” the only term that 
does justice the rush scenes presented the first 
part this book. They follow one another rapid suc- 
cession and the author’s sense values shows double 
defect; does not always select scenes adequate his 
purpose and those does choose fails develop 
the significant details. There air unreality about 
this cavalcade years. There also air frustration, 


Lewis Jones Flavin 


Best 


because the author continually skirts the great scenes 
history but never walks through them. introduces the 
reader the Mexican war, the gold rush, the Civil War, 
and the great fire. 
involvement with these events, but was unwise 
awaking expectancy only frustrate it. 


The second part the book really organic 
action limited, and dominated real character 
Paula—Miss Vermilion. She not perfectly drawn, bu: 
has depth that lacking the earlier 


possible know Paula and interested her, and 


through her mind that realize the pathos the 
the Cope fortunes and the exhaustion the mine. 


Obviously, for Paula that the book was 
Paula and the mine. The part devoted her would 
itself make interesting short novel. Yet the 
the story, the impact the pathetic ending, would 
lost without the detailed narration the life Pablo’ 
Mr. Jones had include his first 280 pages, even 
had not the ability write them well. There are 
interesting sketches within those pages; they are not with. 
out merit; and the reader who manages wade 
them the last section the book will probably con 
sider himself well rewarded with what finds there 
though even best the author’s sense the 
betrays weaknesses. 

Dates and ages are somewhat confusing; settings 
atmosphere are frequently clear and appealing. Two 
three casual allusions religion would offensive wer 
they not founded patent and palliative 
standing. 

William Hill, 


University Scranton 


Flavin, Martin. The Enchanted. 
1947. 289p. $3.00. 


“It not what one believes, but believing that’s 
portant.” This statement, italics and all, taken from 
the gummy core Mr. Flavin’s novel the form 
allegory. The allegory kind headless 
gallop (headless because heart all, Ella Wheele 
Wilcox used say) through, rather around, some 
the central problems our time. War and society, 
their implications for death for both body and spirit, 
brushed aside for escape into childhood- -concept and 
island-concept. Childhood for Mr. Flavin grave 
adulthood, capable the most austere anarchies; 
interchangeable rocks, trees, and sand. There 
kindly panther. 


When the story begins seven Spanish war orphans 
France, and soon they are the path the 
game again, war. priest adult-child stupidly 
soldier adult-child’s sarcasm for advice leads the chi! 
dren the docks and puts them aboard ship think 
bound for America. The captain adult-child the 
fusion leaving harbor attacked Nazi planes doe 
not know the children’s presence. U-boat sinks 
ship, but six the children survive, taken on: 
queer ship outfitted with sails and mermaid 
Mohammed, sailor adult-child, protects the children 
the point killing the entire crew. The ship comes 
land, its trident-carrying mermaid fitting easily and safel 
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between two large rocks. Idyll follows, Mohammed 
ex-man child now, with all adult society banished. The 
mermaid taken ashore, converted rough madonna 
some the less mature the children. The two 
oldest suddenly become adults, and leave for the moun- 
tains. 
The thing vaguely done that one should perhaps not 
look for offense the mermaid episode (paganism Chris- 
tianized?), nor should one dismayed because the chil- 
dren seem know little about their religion. Such 
children, seeming-wise, never were land sea 
Adults (perhaps even children) will neither 
harmed, amused, terribly interested Mr. Flavin’s 
unimaginative imaginary journey. 

Riley Hughes, 

Georgetown University 

Washington, 


Motley, Willard. Knock Any Door. 
Century, May 1947. 503p. $3.00. 


This first novel young Chicagoan, written the 
tradition Dreiserian realism, traces the career Nick 
Romano, attractive young boy whose parents had 
destined him for the priesthood but who was claimed 
the slum streets Chicago. Among the factors con- 
tributing Nick’s downfall are the tough neighborhood 
his family was obliged move into because the de- 
pression, priest who beat him school, the whippings 
received from his father and, above all, term reform 
school for offense did not commit. Here and 
all the other boys, seated auditorium, saw official 
named Fuller beat little Tommy with horsewhip 
his bare buttocks until the blood spurted, because Tommy 
had led prison break. Nick clenched his teeth, wept, 
and never forgot. 


Appleton- 


Nick not without friends: the sociologist Grant Hollo- 
way who procures his release and befriends him the 
end; Aunt Rosa, fat, big-hearted and religious indif- 
ferentist; his poor mother, his brother Julian his 
sister Ang, with all whom quarrelled; Rosemary, 
fine girl whom seduces and deserts; and finally Emma 
who loves him, marries him, and then kills herself when 
breaks her heart. For Nick had other friends 
different sort whose society made him incapable de- 
serving reciprocating Emma’s love: Vito, Butch, Juan 
the Mex and the other boys the Pastime pool parlor; 
the prostitutes who adored his black curly hair and inno- 
cent brown eyes; the unhappy homosexual Owen Hall 
whose pitiful and perverted regard for him Nick shame- 
lessly exploited. Nick’s daily routine consisted drink- 
ing, gambling and fornicating; earned his living 
stealing. First was apples, cigarettes and pies; then auto- 
mobiles, whose parts sold fence; the time 
twenty-one gathering crescendo has led him through 
jackrolling, armed holdups and finally murder. shoots 
death the hated cop, Riley, rain drenched alley, 
empties his gun into the corpse, throws into Riley’s face, 
and then stamps the policeman’s head pulp 
frenzy hate. Riley, who had once beaten him 
police station, stood Nick’s mind for Society; and Nick 
had hated Society and its authority ever since little 
Tommy’s screams had snapped something him re- 
form school. 


Motley Sylvester 


Nick soon caught. Holloway engages Andrew Morton, 
ace criminal lawyer, defend Nick, whom the news- 
papers have already tried and condemned sensational 
headlines “Pretty Boy Romano, the Killer”. The trial 
scene, which drawn with unusual skill, moves breath- 
lessly slowly its climax when the lawyer’s masterly 
defense (in the manner Clarence Darrow) smashed 
the sudden collapse Nick under cross examination. 
Kerman, the prosecutor, hitherto unable crack him, 
turns around suddenly and asks him wasn’t blame 
for his wife’s suicide. after that that Nick’s con- 
science, which has (with minor exceptions) remained 
painfully dormant throughout the story, catches with 
him and unnerves him. leaps 
proclaims his guilt: killed Riley and he’s glad did it. 
The final verdict “Guilty”, and the sentence the 
electric chair, setting naught the perjured alibi which 
Grant Holloway and the pathetic little colored boy Sun- 
shine and his staunch friend Butch had cooked for 
him. The last mile described with harrowing fidelity 
detail which will gladden the hearts all true tabloid 
fans. 


estimating this book two facts strike your reviewer 
obvious: Mr. Motley writer talent and power, 
endowed with compassion for his fellowman; Mr. 
Motley the wrong track. Apart from the stylistic 
“point diminishing returns” which writers the real- 
istic school often reach piling detail detail until 
realism suffers, the question must asked: environ- 
ment the essential factor the formation individual 
—any individual (Knock Any Motley’s 
book adds “Yes”. With this cannot agree. 
Nobody disputes the horror the slums and involuntary 
poverty, and nobody good conscience can deny his 
moral responsibility toward all his fellowmen. But the 
very idea moral obligation confused Knock 
Any Door. The author both implies and denies it. 
implied the scornful use the word “Christian” 
reference characters who, Mr. Motley’s opinion, 
not deserve the epithet because they don’t act they 
should; and denied the whole drift the story. 
Nick is, sure, subjected vile circumstances and 
terrible temptation. But he’s not vegetable: has 
free will, which permits lie fallow, and takes 
perverse pleasure witnessing bitterly his own dissolu- 
tion. might said that tried save himself but 
that our social system was too much for him. one 
might say that: but Mr. Motley doesn’t. had, 
might have gotten better novel: one portraying genuine 
conflict which struggling human person over- 
whelmed. But Nick doesn’t struggle. Indeed the 
absence just such conflict, more than the presence 
blasphemous language, provocative sexuality and abortion 
(pp. 24, 151, 193-4, 188-9, 203, 281, 299, 318, chapter 47) 
which prevents from recommending this book even 
mature readers. 

Phillips Temple, 

Georgetown University Library, 

Washington 


Sylvester, Harry. Moon Gaffney. Holt. May 27, 


1947. 289p. $2.75. 

one the characters says, there sometimes exists 
grave dichotomy between Catholic thought and Catholic 
practice.” 


know pastors who refuse follow 


j 


rubrics and veil their thousand-dollar burnished and 
enameled bronze tabernacles for fear discouraging other 
donors. Moon Gaffney there are the priests who are 
always anti, chiefly against the sins impurity and often 
then such extent that mothers come think the 
churching ceremony cleansing rather than the bless- 
ing that is, and more recently against Communism. 
this novel these priests are exclusively Irish descent, 
intensely chauvinistic, unwilling consider the dignity 
alien persons, particularly Jews and Negroes. 
like clergy, are smugly sure that the Irish are God’s 
favored race. Exemplifying this attitude “the usurer, 
Sir Maurice Brannigan, K.S.G., who says, his crippled 
boy being sent Lourdes, figger all them Frenchies 
can Lourdes and come away cured, how much more 
son old Ireland, boy whose veins run nothing 
but the purest Irish blood, even though was born here.” 
(But the boy, more Christian mind, indicates has 
prayed that God will not cure him.) this theme 
Irish veneer-Catholicism and political malpractice Harry 
Sylvester devotes his third novel. 


“Educated” Manhattan College and Fordham Law 
School Moon (Aloysius) Gaffney, Tammany Hall 
runner whose position obviously linked his father’s 
reputation and office Deputy Fire Commissioner. The 
opening scene, depicting Moon’s attendance parochial 
mission, outlines the theme. The missioner had harangued 
the men the evils sexual indulgence, 
virtue higher than the virtue holy purity and sin 
more heinous than that committed against holy purity.” 
this attitude post-sermon comment Bart Schneider, 
journalist and Notre Dame graduate, places himself 
firm opposition, being seconded Jim Kavanagh, young 
lawyer. For the first time Moon has heard priest ques- 
tioned when Bart says “The Church has always taught 
that the sins the mind are more grave than the sins 
the flesh.” The remainder the book develops those 
lines thought. The surface Catholicism 
ticians and some the priests contrasted with the 
activity and writings the Catholic Worker group. 
Moon’s sister Mary, who teaches negro high school, 
the link with the C.W. group through her engagement 
Galvin, editor the Catholic Worker. Carefully 
introduced scenes gossipy sewing circle addressed 
effeminate litterateur, the Chancery office attitude 
toward evictions tenement dwellers from 
church-owned property, blood transfusion offered 
part-Negro girl, the Catholic Worker group dis- 
pensing soup and coffee, dock fight arising out 
union organizing, Father Malone’s diatribe against 
Communism the wake Moon’s father, advance the 
story rapidly and effectively. Moon’s downfall 
tician and definite step toward inward Catholicism 
occurred when attempted forestall the unjust evic- 
tions visit the Chancery office, where met 
decided rebuff. further test came with the death 
his father, caused political favor granted the drunken 
son wealthy donor the party. Finally, Good 
Friday, Father Malone ejects Moon from the rectory be- 
cause dared say there were good and bad Irish, the 
same the Jews Italians anyone else. the close 
see Moon, assisting the defense three Negro union 
organizers, the way complete spiritual reformation. 


anticipate quite storm over Moon Gaffney, es- 
pecially when recall the forced withdrawal Mon- 
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signor Doran Hurley from publisher’s list for far 
provocation than this gives. Many novels are overdrawn; 
perhaps Moon Gaffney too giving only two Irish 
priests the side Catholic social action and about 
dozen the other side. Undoubtedly the social reform 
pronouncements Leo XIII and Pius were not adopted 
either toto even partially with remarkable 
ness. may well that the clergy have overemphasized 
sins the flesh and neglected those the mind, tha 
they have over-praised chastity and have not devoted 
sufficient attention justice. 
say that and words that are not ambiguous. 
people will call his language vulgar and indecent; 
realistic but, think, not used simply for effect 
because that the way his characters would 
“realism” used sparingly. There also 
suggestive line phrase. For reasons content and wel! 


language the book can recommended only for 


but can recommended them the best 
vester’s three novels. 


Loewenstein, Hubertus. The Eagle and the 
Macmillan. May 20, 1947. 280p. $2.75. 


This sequel The Lance Longinus describes the 
ventures Mark Armagh, Irish princeling who 
served Roman legion, his mission from 
Tiberius Caesar and the missions which Tiberius 
him later before his return Armagh. Readers 
earlier book will remember that Longinus, whose 
brought forth blood and water from the side the 
fied God-Man, sent Mark with that lance Tiberius 
claim boon which the Emperor owed him for earlie 
service suppressing the conspiracy Sejanus and th: 
praetorians immediately after the Crucifixion 
before himself was arrested the praetorians and 
prisoned false charge treason. Longinus, Cal 
vary, had thrust the lance sure that hoax 
perpetrated either Roman justice Roma 
prophecies the advent the Golden Age. The 
streams had touched him with grace sufficient 
him Mark also, though fairly ignorant 
Christ’s teachings, believed that was the Son 
come redeem the world. 

Riding toward the Coast the Saturday after the 
fixion Mark spent some days with the Centurion 
nelius Capharnaum where learned Jesus’ teach 


ings, where the news the Resurrection reached him 


where received the waters Baptism. Thus 
firmed his faith set off for Italy the 
lance and news for the Emperor. the 
youth felt that Caesar, upon receiving his 
had nothing but proclaim Christianity the 
court was well received: Tiberius was favorable 
his message; Seneca was sent Jerusalem 
and liberate Longinus; Mark became 
Gemellus, Tiberius’s grand-son and heir 
Mark was sent mission the north confirm 
tidings the Cornelii and thus prevent disaffection 
the powerful armies which they commanded. But befor 
that mission could accomplished Caesar’s plea thi 
Senate accept Christ the last divinity the 
pantheon was refused, Longinus was killed and discon 
solate Mark can nothing but return finally 
after having spread the Gospel some people 
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north. Throughout the book however the constant 
note confidence that, though the victory will not 
easy, Christianity will triumph and even Mark finally 
realizes that the triumph must come from within the 
individual. 


Based the conception that the development the 
Roman Empire was providential order insure the 
proper milieu for the introduction Christianity the 
book gives excellent, though fragmentary picture 
that Empire, stretching from East West and welded 
Roman law, arms, roads and efficient administration into 
peaceful whole. The author has drawn interesting 
speculative picture, true major historical fact and teem- 
ing with amusing parallels modern times. The treat- 
ment reverent and with the main theme, that Chris- 
tianity must conquer from within the individual rather 
than fiat, there can quarrel. All all the 
congratulated upon quite readable book 
recommendable all. 


Sinclair, Upton. Presidential Mission. Viking. May 
19,1947. 645p. $3.50. 


with resignation that this reviewer contemplates 
interspersed annual intervals with installments 
the adventures Lanny Budd, who, like the “babbling 
brook” that is, will probably forever. After 
reading this eighth installment the series the reviewer 
feels that could dictate the next one himself and that 
only Sinclair’s end will finish the marathon which began 
eight titles and almost five thousand pages ago with 


World’s End. 


Beginning this book with account Lanny’s adven- 
tures presidential agent, reporting directly FDR, 
the author summarizes the events the preceding volume 
including Lanny’s training atomic physics under Ein- 
stein, his journey around the world which met the 
Japanese War Honk Kong, his flight across China, 
Yenan and Russia, where met Stalin, and his marriage 
the author-medium, Laurel Creston. Then, after 
few months the United States, Lanny sent Vichy 
and North Africa where scouts the leading figures 
Vichyism, identifying them members the interna- 
tional big business clique which starts all wars and 
always sympathetic toward Fascism since enables them 
keep the masses control. Naturally there are Ameri- 
can and British Fascists also. Lanny assists preparing 
the way for and participates Gen. Mark Clark’s 
ation Torch” and the invasion Africa. returns 
counsel Roosevelt against the type Frenchmen who are 
being given the responsibility government Africa. 
After advising FDR Casablanca sent the latter 
explain the situation Stalin. However, the flght 
over the desert, Lanny shot down German plane 
and rescued Arabs who take him into German-held 
Tunisia. His personal acquaintance with 
brings him safely Hitler headquarters the Ukraine, 
where notes the incipient signs deterioration, and 
then Berlin, where narrowly escapes death 
Allied mass bombing. leaves via Sweden, rescuing 
another operative the process, and returns report 
the existence jet propulsion experiment station 
Peenemunde and heavy water plant for atomic fission 
Norway, both which items are already known 
Allied Intelligence. returns wife and son 1942 


Sinclair Karig 


with the conviction that only Roosevelt and Socialism can 
save the world from the extremes Communism and 
Fascism. 


Sinclair’s attempt cover his lack “inside” information 
discriminating understanding recording the back- 
stage scenes history the making fast becoming 
pathetic. Writing posteriori, does, has every 
opportunity draw significant picture what has 
occurred but can give nothing more penetrating 
than the average journalistic coverage events they 
occurred. Lanny’s methods and his operation under 
double disguise are rapidly wearing thin and something 
more than grain salt needed make the story 
palatable. Married now kindred spirit, Lanny’s erotica 
have decreased, although each past incident faithfully 
recapitulated, and, though this third wife medium, 
the amount space given spiritualistic twaddle has 
decreased. However Sinclair still retains and even fattens 
his animus against the Catholic Church, identifying the 
hierarchy especially responsible together with big busi- 
ness for the evils the age. There valid reason 
recommend his sort slush any reader though this 
reviewer coming believe that sane adult could 
possibly taken its pretensions. 


Karig, USNR, Captain Walter, and Purdon, USNR, 
Commander Eric. Battle Report. Pacific War: 
Middle Phase. Rinehart. May 15, 1947. 434p. 
$5.00. 


Now that the war correspondents have finished writing 
their “books” some really fine publications about the war 
are appearing. The work being reviewed the third 
series. Some readers will recall volume entitled Battle 
Report. Pearl Harbor Coral Sea. The second one was 
called Battle Report. The Atlantic War. This third 
volume concerned with the war the north and south 
Pacific, during the period from May, 1942 until December, 
Fortunately Captain Karig has been associated with 
the preparation each volume. The co-author has been 
different each case but the method treatment 
substantially the same. 


Official documents have been used the authors, but 
not technically “official” history. Its authors not 
even claim that will considered definitive, but will 
certainly accepted accurate account war the 
Pacific during the period mentioned above. The first 
section the book deals with the Battle the Coral Sea, 
May 4-10, This was rather unusual naval battle 
for the reason that there was surface ship action; 
carrier based planes were very effectively used against the 
Japanese. Even though the American fleet won, the loss 
our carrier Lexington was heavy blow, although over 
ninety per cent the ship’s personnel were saved. 
excellent account this battle given, well the 
Battle Midway, June 4-6, 1942. Even though the 
American victory the latter saved Hawaiian 
Islands and our west coast from invasion, the 
loss the carrier Yorktown was serious one., 
serious loss was that the carrier. Wasp,-near 
canal, September 15, 1942. Wasp, while 
routine patrol, was sunk acticn. 


The second section the: “The 
Back”. Such places the Solomon Islands, Makin Island, 


: 
lanc 


Staff Yank Bloomfield Palmer 


Guadalcanal, and Bougainville, names which once figured 
very prominently the headlines, are not only mentioned 
but receive detailed consideration because their im- 
portance our naval history. The emphasis naturally 
upon the the navy; the other fighting arms are not 
disparaged, but was not considered necessary that every 
phase the struggle included this study. 


The third and last section the book concerned with 
the campaign the Aleutians. The handicaps under 
which our men labored that dismal part the world 
are made clear and understandable. One cannot but 
respect the ability the navy adjust itself fighting 
tropical Tassafaronga frigid Kiska. Personal ac- 
counts are scattered throughout the book, and these in- 
crease reader interest. Reader respect easily given 
each page from 345 418. each page there 
double column names, fine print, men who did 
not come back, men who their deaths enabled the 
navy accomplish its mission. war library will 
add this book its collection. few examples pro- 
fanity, added presumably the interest accuracy, and 
one story, also presumably true, might have been omitted 
deference the general reader. 


Paul Kiniery, Ph.D., 
Loyola University, Chicago 


Yank, Staff of. The Story the War. Edited 
Debs Myers, Jonathan Kilbourn and Richard Har- 
rity. Duell, Sloan Pearce. May 1947. 319p. 
$5.00. 


Wherever the American went, whether was 
invasion landing, bombing mission, airborne as- 
sault, Yank correspondent was with him. There were 
twenty-one different editions this magazine published 
weekly seventeen points around the world. From its 
thousands excellent articles the editors have designed 
this book which aims tell chronologically what the 
fighting was actually like. The result superb picture 
words, illustrations and photographs warfare its 
worst. grim story what meant live, suffer 
and die flaming planes, ships and tanks, filthy, 
mud-filled fox-holes. Others have tried tell this story, 
but other book can possibly hold more first-hand ex- 
perience. 


War the average soldier mad state confusion. 
starts the day goes through the induction center, 
follows him through every minute fighting, and does 
not leave him until walks out the separation center. 
The book makes attempt erase that confusion. 
was written GI’s (the first time since wars began that 
the soldiers themselves have been able record their 
story), and that essential part the record. 


would pleasant believe that these are the last 
words that will printed about World War II. one 
understands war better than the men who fight war. And 
now that they told their story, may always remain 
The heartily recommended except for 
several cccasions objectionable language which might 
make unsuitable for adolescents. 
Francis Ullrich, 


Manhattan College, 
New York City 


Best SELLERs 


CRIME CLUB SELECTION 


Bloomfield, Robert. The Shadow Guilt. Double. 
day. May 1947. 223p. $2.00. 
All through his months fighting the Pacific, 
Salter had treasured scrap newspaper which pictured 
young woman unidentified except the broken 
ing, Newly discharged from the hospital 
and the Army, returned with his pal Los Angeles, 
almost convinced that his interest the unknown 
had faded out. But when the first newspaper opened 
showed another picture her, this time accompanied 
headline about her trial for poison murder, the old 
infatuation came back. when the jury freed her, 
married her three days later. 
They agreed let the past bury itself, she, his war experi- 
ences and he, her murder trial. But within week sus 
picion had been fed misunderstanding, anonymous 
notes, poisoned food and stray rifle shots point where, 
Michael was convinced the only solution lay flight. 
capably written story, with good pace, well-knit plot, 
and well-sustained suspense. two occasions, this sus 
pense heightens into surprised tension, i.e., the 
return her home after the marriage ceremony, and, 
much later, Michael’s discovery his twice-stolen 
service revolver. The diction terse, adequate and clean,, 
with occasional apt figure. Much the plot advances 
through the dialog. The book should prove diverting and 
enjoyable entertainment any reader who not 
captious believe that individual can live close 
terms for twenty years with his neighbors and the same 
time prevent them from coming know great deal 
about his habits and history. 

Helen Butler, 


Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


CRIME CLUB SELECTION 

Palmer, Stuart. Miss Withers Regrets. Doubleday. 
May 1947. 223 $2.00. 

This April Fool’s joke the reader. The 
early set the only unpleasant person the 
only the reader thinks too obviously plant true 
The detective turns the hero over the police, comes 
regret her action, and then undertakes rescue him from 
the electric chair. The truth-telling drug, betapentalin, 
drunk not the suspect but Miss Hildegarde 
Withers herself. Inspector Oscar Piper, who guard 
back the sofa when detective and murderer argue it, 
out, falls asleep the most critical moment. And all 
the time the clue the murder has lain the 
behavior Miss Withers’ tropical fish. Aside from which 
novelties, the entertainment rating only fair. 

The plot concerns the noble actions returned 
whose sweetheart has married another and wealthier 
and confesses the drowning her husband be, 
cause thinks she may have been the 
clearing the young hero are the widow, her 
and anti-social sister, Miss Withers who looks like Man 
War, and local group dog-lovers who believe the 
murdered man poisoned their pets. Several false clue 
trip both detective and reader, but the suspense not high 
enough cause very bad fall. 


Helen Butler, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, 
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Mackinder, Dorothy. Silver Fountains, Declan 
McMullen Co. Apr. 30, 1947. 196p. $2.50. 


Silver Fountains Dorothy Mackinder makes plea for 
Christian tolerance and love between men. the story 
the Cure Chauvez Tourez France before the last 
war. Kindly, humbly, steadily does his best guide 
his pietistic flock but, Jules Carminac, the poacher, 
observes not St. Paul charity but the Seven Deadly 
Sins they would have preached them. the Cure 
that spring their talk seemed “like the humming the 
bees through the village the open 
window and even from his own kitchen the “Voices” 
penetrated his study. With the removal Jeannette 
Ponsier’s body from the river the year before the full im- 
pact the cruelty behind the droning sound had become 
clear and looked his parishioners anew. saw 
Mademoiselle Percheron “looking like tall mouse” 
she tripped across the square the church where, be- 
tween lighting candles and making novenas she delved 
the latest gossip, Louise Sauchon, the grocer’s widow 
with her “fat, round face” and snails for- 
ever sewing vestments and delivering them Therese 
Caudebec, his housekeeper, along with her latest sly ob- 
servations, her Chateau Madame Valence who 
was “very devout”, “good woman” sure, but one 
“not lenient the faults others”, gross-minded 
Pierre Callot, the blacksmith, Francois Obey, the 
miller, like Mauriac’s Vignottes, purveyors the lowest 
form gossip. But two his flock saw distilled 
the common dross—Jules Carminac who knew that God 
was Love and Louis Corday man who reflected “the 
fruits the When the latter engaged Made- 
moiselle Laurel Orage governess for his daughter with- 
out consulting his dead wife’s mother, Madame Va- 
was the signal for the “Voices” begin again. 
Whispers Laurel’s hauteur, her Paris clothes, the fact 
that she did not receive the Sacraments, that the Cure 
stopped the road speak her, that preached 
Charity them Sundays became rousing chorus that 
reached even the ears Dean Laprimaud Cambere. 
The Dean whose “spirituality was sunk beneath layers 
worldly shrewdness” condescendingly chided the Cure say- 
ing “Deal more kindly with them from the pulpit Mon- 
sieur Cure. Believe more expedient the long 
But the Cure Chauvez was not one gloss over 
the truth. 

Recollet, the Corday home, quietly situated just out- 
side Tourez, Mademoiselle Orage was safe from the barbs 
their brutal insinuations. graduated process Miss 
Mackinder retains the interest the reader she lifts 
the veil mystery separating him from full understand- 
ing Laurel’s anomalous personality. once the Cure 
ecognized her soul torment but, indifferent she 
was, was powerless help her. 

There clever parallelism the main plot wherein 
Laurel’s outward resistance slowly breaks under the in- 
fluence the village detractors and the interior awakening 
her soul bound the fetters sin, through the almost 
imperceptible guidance the Cure. The one, climaxed 
drunken confirmation for the villagers all their 
suspicions sailor Georges Poussin home during the 
feast day celebration the village patron, Saint Jean des 
Anges, reveals Laurel have been chanteuse 
cafe. Dipping her pen 
vilifying ink, Louise Sauchon commences write anony- 


Mackinder Redpath 


mous letters—no one escapes, every one drawn into the 
scandal. Then, ironically enough Callot’s eleven 
year old daughter, Justine, who stones Laurel, climaxing 
the interior struggle. this, despair, wanting 
remain Recollet where she has found that the Cure 
had said balanced life, life good conduct, also 
beautiful life” yet feeling forced leave, perhaps re- 
turn the old ways, she excitedly accuses herself before 
him all that has been suggested but wisely advised 
the priest quietly Recollet and “lay your 
will before God”, and when, encouraged Monsieur 
Corday who senses her indecision, she makes her peace 
with God, concentricity plot finally achieved. 


But when the Cure said what had said his pharisa- 
ical flock the “Voices” became “terrible”. Louise Sauchon’s 
was the loudest all. shall complain the Dean” 
she said. December, heroically benign, see the 
Cure, attached all that was beautiful Tourez 
packed and ready for departure “busy industrial 
” “ ” 
last sermon had been 


what might have resulted sentimentalized treat- 
ment less skillful writer, the author has demonstrated 
perfection and delicacy style impeccably lovely 
. 
the spray lilac the Cure’s garden. From Shake- 
speare’s Sonnets she has gleaned: 
“No more griev’d that which thou has done, 
Roses have thorns, and silver fountains 


” 


Symbollically, blind the function the fountain spray- 
ing cleansing water over the mud its base, did the 
one Tourez square where they gathered talk, the 
gossips would have the sinner, cleansed sacramental 
absolution, “suffer for the past” according their judg- 
ment. Symbolistically, too, Recollet see retreat 
from the distractions Tourez “the world little”. 
From beginning end Miss Mackinder has followed 
precise and measured pattern. Her style elegant, her 
characterization flawlessly restrained, yet indicative 
lively understanding types. She has injected the atmos- 
phere France into the very tone the conversations 
and the pastel-like quality her backgrounds gently 
breathes Frangonard. Silver Fountains can recom- 
mended the adult reader. 

Rosemary McCormick, 

Toronto, Canada 


SPIRITUAL BOOK ASSOCIATES 
Redpath, Helen. God’s Ambassadress. Bruce. May 
11, 1947. $3.00. 


The title this book well-chosen. From the age 
eleven until her death almost sixty years later St. Bridget 
was the constant recipient messages from Heaven, the 
best known which are about the Passion Our Savior. 
Many her contemporaries ridiculed her the victim 
hallucinations, but the saint endured such insults with 
the greatest meekness. She submitted her visions the 
judgment her ecclesiastical superiors Sweden. Their 
judgment was the same that later made the ex- 
aminers Rome during the process her canonization, 
that these visions were “genuine, full truth, and in- 
stinct with the spirit God”. 


St. Bridget was practical woman affairs she showed 
very clearly adviser the royal family Sweden 
and the Sovereign Pontiffs. Her life may roughly 


divided into two main parts—the first, the mother 
eight children, one whom, Catherine, was later can- 
onized; after the death her husband she devoted her- 
self the practice asceticism and the foundation 
new religious institute the Church. 


This biography St. Bridget—the first comprehensive 
one the English language—gives some interesting 
sidelights Swedish political and ecclesiastical history 
during the fourteenth century. Since the saint also re- 
sided Rome for almost quarter century have 
very fine description conditions the Eternal City 
when the popes were Avignon. St. Bridget was one 
the instruments that God used warn the Sovereign 
Pontiffs the disastrous consequences their prolonged 
absence from Rome. 


The author, nun the Bridgettine abbey Syon 
England, has not limited her book biography the 
saint. She has deemed advisable give brief history 
the religious institute which St. Bridget founded. 
Originally begun double monastery, i.e., one which 
monks and nuns lived according the same rule, 
eventually became order for women exclusively. De- 
spite persecutions and suppressions the Bridgettine nuns 
have continued exist many countries Europe and 
perpetuate the ideals their venerable foundress. 


The Spiritual Book Associates have done well bringing 
God’s Ambassadress the attention English and 
American readers, for St. Bridget was one the most 
remarkable women the later Middle Ages. The style 
this book simple, clear, and readable. The author’s 
unfamiliarity with the Swedish language, which much 
has been written about the saint, will undoubtedly prevent 
her book from being the definitive biography the saint. 
But still she must given great credit for her careful 
study and critical evaluation the original sources— 
mostly Latin—and for her abundant references many 
secondary works the various phases the saint’s 


career. 
Stephen McKenna, C.SS.R., 
St. Alphonsus Seminary, 
Esopus, New York 
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Devereux, James The Story Wake Island. 
Lippincott. Apr. 23, 1947. 252p. $2.75. 


The Japanese struck Wake Island the day after they 
hit Pearl Harbor. They came noon, the midst 
rain squall. Twenty-seven bombers began their work 
devastation before defenders the island realized 
that attack was actually progress. Why the seeming 
Colonel Devereux, the Marines, answers 
this question and many others his book. the officer 
charge the Marines the island the time, 
should know the answers many questions which went 
unanswered the time. The Marines know the attack 
Pearl Harbor; they were trying get ready repel 
Japanese attack. However, they had radar other 
listening devices. They had but about dozen fighter 
planes the island, and four them were patrol 
duty when the bombers roared low level. The 
fighter planes, above the rain clouds, did not see the 
bombers. big gasoline tank was hit and twenty-five 
thousand gallons gasoline went smoke. The 
Japanese headed for the airfield and “turned that strip 


Devereux Index 


Best 


into slab hell. Some the wounded were moan. 
ing some were sitting up, dazed, trying stop the 
blood that wouldn’t stop Lieutenant Holden was cu: 
pieces bullets the radio station, machine shop 
and other buildings were destroyed three-quarters 
our air power was knocked out the enemy’s first punch’ 


(pp. 50-53). 


Despite this first murderous assault the Japanese, the 
Americans managed hold out until December 23. Ther 
Commander Cunningham, the superior officer 
island, ordered all marines, army men, and naval 
sonnel surrender the island the Japanese. The latte 
had attacked that day force; further resistance 
pointless. The men had fought the Japanese for 
weeks because was thought that aid was being sent 
Cunningham knew that aid was being sent. 
was simply war casualty. But the heroic work th: 
defenders deserved detailed capitulation observer 


this book the result. 


But the story does not stop there. The author 
goodly part the book the experiences the Amer: 
cans the Japanese prison camp, Woosung, China 
Accounts life Japanese prison camp are longe 
news; this one much like the others. othe 
prisons, some the guards and officers were brutal; other 
were least open bribes. Colonel Devereux state 
flatly that and his men would have starved were 
for the Red Cross boxes. writes: “It only 
simple fact say that these boxes saved our lives” 
224). accuses the Japanese officers stealing foo 
sent the Red Cross boxes. The Japanese gave thi 
prisoners very few opportunities send receive 
The Americans managed somehow maintain their 
respect and thereby survive. Written with sense 
restraint but with the sureness touch man 
was actually involved the events mentioned the book 
this authoritative and gripping account what 
place Wake Island December, 1941, and th: 
prison camp from December, 1941 September, 1945. 


Paul Kiniery, Ph.D., 
Loyola University, Chicago 
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